
Regional Water Supply Strategy 

The Arrowsmith Water Service (AWS) is in the 
process of spending more than 50 million 
dollars on an infrastructure upgrade.  The 
concept, the process, the cost effectiveness 
and the efficiency of the proposed plan invite 
many questions. The following pages look at 
practical options that could potentially 
produce much better results at a greatly 
reduced cost. 

An independent overview by 
Trevor Wicks 
 TRENTEC INNOVATIONS LTD. 
http://www.innovationbc.com/   
Qualicum Beach  B.C     Canada 

http://www.arrowsmithwaterservice.ca/download/aws
_publicinformationreport%20_june24_2011.pdf 

Information on the following link 

I question the complexity and 
cost-effectiveness of the AWS 
plans, and if the appropriate 
options were evaluated. 

http://www.innovationbc.com/
http://www.arrowsmithwaterservice.ca/download/aws_publicinformationreport _june24_2011.pdf
http://www.arrowsmithwaterservice.ca/download/aws_publicinformationreport _june24_2011.pdf


AWS proposed new intake and treatment system 

Some of the questions and concerns relating to the proposal 

Is the water licence on the Englishman River a 
limiting factor, will the licence allow enough 
water withdrawal, to supply future needs?  

 How many connections can be 
supplied with treated water, if the 
ASR experiment does not work? 
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 How many connections in the area will be 
eligible to link to the system, some of these 
communities have funded the AWS? 



The new system will provide a relatively small proportion of the total 
volume of water required by the Oceanside area. If one of the existing 
systems had a severe water problem, would AWS be obliged to connect 
them to the system? 

How much money has already been spent on the current project, which 
taxpayers contributed, and who will pay the 6 + million dollars for the 
preconstruction phases? 

Thousands of intakes and 
water treatments plants 
have been built around the 
world, has AWS considered 
using existing plans rather 
than spending millions of 
dollars on new designs? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Who will own the water that is  pumped into 
the ground, with the ASR plan? 

Lǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ !²{ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ рл҈ ƻŦ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŀǊƪǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ 
requirements, will the well field system near Buckerfields and the rail station be able 
to supply the other 50%? 

Aquifer Storage and Recovery   (ASR) 

Graphic from an ASR project 
Aquifer recharge is fundamental to water supply 
management. Maintaining  groundwater levels can 
be achieved with minimal infrastructure and no 
power requirements. The proposed AWS project is 
an estimated 5 million dollar experiment that 
would not be necessary, if appropriate water 
supply management plans were in place. 

The watersheds in the Oceanside area have historically reached the maximum 
groundwater capacity every winter. The proposal to pump water three times through 
miles of pipes in and out of the ground could prove to be a big waste of money. 



Parksville well field area 

Romney Creek flows 
from Errington into 
the well field area 

The groundwater 
recharge and catchment 
area would probably 
extend from this general 
area and flow toward the 
well field 

The risk of contamination and rapidly 
declining aquifer levels are a cause for 
concern is this area a reliable as a 
community drinking water source 


